


Millions Yrs Ago   Condition 
 540-360  .........  Mild    : equatorial,  tropical 
 360  .........  Cooler: ~ centered on S. Pole, flora & swamps 
 250-146  .........  Desert: dry, hot 

 160           .........     Gondwanaland begins breaking apart (Africa) 
 146-65  .........     Dinosaurs, some coniferous forests 
 125           .........     India separates 

 40            .........   Australia separates (latitudinal current; ice appears) 
 23-15  .........  Drake passage opens   --->  circumpolar current 
       (ice slowly replaces forests) 
 6   .........  Ice coverage reaches current extent (99.6%)  



Human sighting in 1820 (Bellinghausen) 
Extreme continent: 

•  Coldest             (-112 to -130 F in winter) 
•   Driest    (interior ~5cm/year water equiv) 
•   Highest            (1.5 mi, thin air, high UV) 
•   Windiest                 (at edges,150+ mph) 
•   99.6% ice covered   (avg/max: 1 & 3 mi)   
•   6 months darkness / 6 months sunshine 
•   Life along coast, but ... ~ sterile inland 





2.  Government employment (NSF/Raytheon)   

        Pro:  Antarctica run by governments, so potential to go  
        anywhere ... someone else wants you to go 

   Con:  Long-term committment 
        Others set the agenda 

McMurdo (USA), stock photo Amundsen-Scott South Pole Base (USA), stock photo 



Punta Arenas, Chile 
   (tip of S.A.) 

670 miles 

3.  Private expedition 
  Pro : Set the agenda 
  Con: Expensive 

2175 miles 





Realization:  
 1) Top company in vapor-barrier clothing field ... run by 1970’s nudists   

2) Wherever there is cold weather,  nudist technology is ready to be deployed 

3) Really looking forward to getting a new mail carrier (2 years) 















































































53 days, 730 miles & 4 air-drops  later ... South Pole! 



vs. 

Skied down the highest mountain on each continent ... 




